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Ho !    Flibbertigibbet!    Backbiter !
Our message look you make.
Blithe about you look 7011 bear !
See Mankind his sins doth forsake.

Ho !   Flibbertigibbet run and haste.
Bid the World, the Fiend, the F!esh5
That they come to fighting fresh,
To win again Mankind.

It is clear he has all the qualities of leader, and the
Seven Deadly Sins rally to his standard at once* But
they are poor creatures in themselves, and the Bad
Angel has good reason to complain of the quality of
his army. Backbiter is, however, an excellent lieu-
tenant, and calls upon the Flesh and the World to
recapture Mankind. The battle between the Sins and
the Virtues is a fine dramatic episode. It is preceded
by a tirade of abuse hurled by the Sins against their
amiable and highly respectable opponents. The abuse
is medieval Billinsgate, and differs in no way in essentials
from Billinsgate of the present day. Even the terms
are often identical, and a very little alteration indeed
would make the dialogue resemble a slanging match
between a band of irate women in the slums of White-
chapel to-day. There are, however, poetic touches
in the incident. The Sins hurl filth, but the Virtues
respond with roses, and the fragrant missiles when
they fall on the Bad Angel and his deadly army, beat
them black and blue, and they retire discomfited from
the field.

It is only for a time.    One Sin still nestles in the
heart of Mankind, and eventually draws him from his